U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

Record of Commission Action
Commissioners Voting by Ballot *

Commissioners Voting: Chairman Ann Brown
Commissioner Mary Sheila Galll
Commissioner Thomas H. Moore

ITEM

Final PPPA Rule Requiring Child-Resistant Packaging for Household Products
Containing Methacrylic Acid

DECISION
The Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve a draft Federal Register notice
issuing a final rule requiring child-resistant packaging under the Poison Prevention

Packaging Act (PPPA) for liquid household products containing more than 5 percent
methacrylic acid (weight-to-volume) in a single package.

For the Commission:

L on b Do

Sadye E. Dunn
Secretary

* Ballot due June 11, 1998
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CPSC, McDonald's Corp. Announce Agreement for Firm to
Pay $4 Million Damage Settlement

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and McDonald's Corp. today
announced that the restaurant chain has agreed to pay the government $4 million in damages for failing to inform
CPSC of playground injuries at some of its restaurants. The settlement resolves a dispute arising from
enforcement of a 1995 Playground Equipment Reporting Agreement between McDonald's and the government.
The cooperative agreement announced today also establishes important new playground facility reporting and
safety guidelines.

The injuries involve the "Big Mac Climber," a metal platform resembling a hamburger, that is no longer in any
McDonald's playgrounds. According to CPSC, from the 1970s through the 1980s, more than 400 children were
injured on Big Mac Climbers, mostly in falls, including nearly 20 who suffered concussions or skull fractures and
80 who suffered broken bones. Injuries declined significantly in the 1990s as McDonald's began removing the
climbers. All the climbers have now been removed and scrapped.

According to the CPSC, today's settlement marks the second time that McDonald's has failed to report dangerous
playground equipment to CPSC. The first violation involved numerous injuries, including broken bones, suffered
by children who played on "Tug-N-Turn" merry-go-round rides, another old piece of equipment that no longer
exists at McDonald's. In 1995, McDonald's settled that case by agreeing to develop, execute and finance a $5
million children's safety campaign with CPSC. Additionally, McDonald's agreed to report other dangerous
playground equipment to CPSC, and pay up to $5 million if it failed to do so.

The new agreement resolves the issues based on McDonald's failure to inform CPSC about risks associated with
the Big Mac Climber. In an effort to resolve the dispute amicably, to clarify McDonald's reporting duties so that
similar disputes do not arise in the future, and to avoid the cost of taking the dispute to court, McDonald's has
agreed to the $4 million settlement announced today.

McDonald's maintains that it has fully complied with the letter and spirit of the reporting requirements of the 1995
Agreement.

"McDonald's is pleased to settle old issues about equipment that is no longer in our system. We've resolved our
dispute over the Big Mac Climber and we're moving on cooperatively,” said Joe Beckwith, McDonald's
Corporation Senior Vice President and Corporate Safety Officer. "We regard this settlement as an investment in
safety because it establishes important new safety guidelines. We want to add that this resolution has nothing to
do with the safety of our current play facilities, nor with making them safe -- they already are."

CPSC Chairman Ann Brown stated, "Companies that make commitments to CPSC, as McDonald's did in 1995,
must keep them. Because McDonald's received a second chance in 1995, we were particularly disturbed that it
failed to adhere to the agreement by not telling CPSC about another unsafe piece of playground equipment. The
terms of this settlement show that CPSC takes playground safety very seriously and that we will not tolerate the
failure of any company to report dangerous products to us. This issue has now been resolved and I'm pleased
that McDonald's is working with us to keep kids safer."



David W. Ogden, Acting Assistant Attorney General of the Civil Division, commented, "I commend the CPSC and
McDonald's for resolving their differences without additional litigation. The Playground Equipment Reporting
Agreement negotiated in 1995 between McDonald's, the CPSC and the Justice Department, and supplemented
today, established an excellent framework for protecting children who play at McDonald's playgrounds.”

Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with
consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.



